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Epiphany of the Lord 
 Mass Intentions 

 

Sat., Jan. 2 Sts. Basil & Gregory 
 4:30 pm        Ken Weber 
 

Sun, Jan. 3 Epiphany of the Lord 
 8:30 am Nick Gray   
 10:30 am For the Parishioners   

Mon., Jan. 4      St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
  8:30 am  Ray Matthews 
 

Tues., Jan. 5    St. John Neumann 
  8:30 am   Jerry Durbin 
 

Wed., Jan. 6  Christmas Weekday    
  6:30 pm  Lee Bernt          

Thur., Jan. 7  Christmas Weekday 
  8:30 am  Virginia Forehand              

Fri.,  Jan. 8        Christmas Weekday 
  9:00 am   John Nagy      

Sat., Jan. 9        Christmas Weekday 
  4:30 pm   Aloys Fuhler    

Sun., Jan. 10     Baptism of the Lord 
  8:30 am  Matthew Zini 
 10:30 am  For the Parishioners 

Prayer Requests 
The sick: Conor Vogel, Keita Salantai, Mary Wagner,  
Charlie Mattingly, Noah Rogers, Becky Gray, Mar-
guerite Hufker, Dan McRae, Mary Overton, Don 
Laird,  Maxine Calhoon, Gloria Matthews, Dianne 
Morin, Tim Friedel,  Vi Perkhiser, Derek Trent, Jane 
Rood, Bev Randolph, Gloria Hall, John Richter, Tim 
Zacha, Bob Maronie, Jennifer Price, Bob Graham, Kenneth 
Korsmeyer.  For prayer requests in the bulletin, call the 
parish office, 377-6519.  For prayer requests to be 
added to the email prayer chain, send requests to 
Marie at  rejoy128@gmail.com 
 

Knights of Columbus  
Bethalto Council #4688, 4th Degree #203, Grand Knight:  

Ryan Frazier; Email: bethaltoknight@gmail.com 
Website: www.bethaltoknights.org 

 
Parish Annual Report 

Copies of the Parish Financial Annual Report ending 
6/30/2020 can be picked up in the church vestibules.  Ques-
tions, call Father Tom in the parish office, 377-6519. 
 

Attention Parents of Confirmandi 
Confirmation will take place next spring for students in 
grades 3, 6, 7 & 8, who have been attending preparation 
classes (in our parish school and at home).  The students 
will be spread out over six different dates, in order to 
keep in accord with any guidelines at that time for social 
distancing.  These dates are listed below.  Watch the bul-
letin for more information to come!   
  April 12  April 19  
  April 13  April 20 
  April 15  April 22 

 

Leading Us to Love 
“They were overjoyed at seeing the star …” 

Matthew 2:10 
 

Epiphany.  The word itself means “appearance” or 
“manifestation.”  Today’s reading recounts the journey of 
the magi to encounter the Christ Child in Bethlehem.  
They were told to look for the presence of the star as the 
sign of where to go, how to find him. We are still seeking 
such revelation today, yearning, as were the magi, to find 
the presence of the Lord.  We are each on a similar jour-
ney, experiencing a deep knowing that there is a greater 
purpose, a more meaningful connection, a longing for 
something more.  The ways of the world will never lead 
us there, will never fill our empty places, will never quell 
our restlessness.  Someone described it once to me as a 
vague sense of homesickness.  Just as it was for the ma-
gi, our best course is to follow the light that leads us to 
love.  If we feel lost, we turn our gaze up. 
  Kristin Armstrong 
  Living Faith 
  January, February, March 2021 Issue 

Envelopes received: 250 of 801 
Building Maintenance Fund Donations: $280.00 

Other Charitable Donations:  $2,325.00 

$5,345.29 
$214,241.16 

$66,220.00 
$45.00 

$285,851.45 
 

$342,836.50 
$35,528.00 

 
($92,513.05) 

$64.00 
$17,444.66 

$5,476.00 
$3.00 

$22,987.66 
 

$27,426.92 
$2,842.24 

 
($7,281.50) 

Loose 
Envelopes 
On Line Giving 
Young People 
Total 
 
Operating Budget  
ACSA Budget 
 
Difference 

Week 24 & 25          Dec. 12-13, 2020           Total to Date 
Offerings 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
We have made it through 2020 and 
now we have the promise that 2021 
will be a better year.  Obviously it will 
not have to do much to beat 2020.  It 
has been a year in which we have 

seen something that all of us never thought that we 
would see…the dispensation to attend Sunday mass.  
The dispensation to attend mass is naturally still in ef-
fect, but with the coming of the vaccines we can hope 
that it will not be necessary in the near future.  If we 
can get to that moment when most of us have received 
the vaccine and that we do not have to fear the virus 
anymore, then we can get our parish family back to-
gether at mass.  Let us pray that day will come very 
soon and that we will have a year that is truly a bless-
ing for all of us.  May God bless you and our parish 
family now and throughout this New Year of Grace. 
Also I would like to thank everyone who remembered 
me this Christmas with a gift.  I truly appreciate your 
kindness.  Father Tom 



January 3, 2021 

20 New Year’s Resolutions to  
Help You Grow in Faith This Year 

 

 1. Read Your Bible 20 Minutes a Day, Every Day 
 2. Go to Church Every Week Without Fail 
 3. Set Aside 15 Minutes Each Day to Pray 
 4. Join a Bible Study 
 5. Try Fasting 
 6. Ask a Friend to Church 
 7. Begin Volunteering 
 8. Start Tithing 
 9. Read A Christian Book Each Month 
 10. Memorize Scripture 
 11. Forgive Past Grudges 
 12. Break an Addiction 
 13. Find a Mentor or Accountability Partner 
           14. Be a More Loving/Involved Wife,Husband or Friend 
 15. Be Content With What You Have 
 16. Keep the Sabbath 
 17. Refuse to Gossip 
 18. Listen to Christian Music 
 19. Stop Complaining 
 20. Do Random Acts of Kindness 

https://equippinggodlywomen.com/faith/christian-new-years-
resolutions/ 

 
 
 
 

Restore, Rekindle, Renew Enrichment  
7-Session Virtual Enrichment Experience for your Marriage:  
Mon/ Thur Evenings: Jan. 18 thru Feb. 8, 7 p.m. Apply online:  
https://stl-wwme.org Or for more Info Call: 314-649-7317  

Parishioner Information 
(New Members & Changes) 

NAME______________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS__________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL_____________________________________ 
 
Please check the appropriate item(s): 
 
_____New Parishioner  ____Send Envelopes 
 
_____New Phone—Email  _____New Baby 
 
_____Change of Address  _____Leaving Parish 
 
_____Wish Father to call  _____Illness in Family 

A Meditation for the Epiphany 
 

  The following reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager © 2020. 
Don's website is located at Dailyscripture.net   
 

 If Jesus truly is who he claims to 
be, the eternal Son of God and Savior of the 
world, then why is he not recognized by 
everyone who hears his word and sees his 
works? John the Evangelist states that 
when Jesus came into the world the world 
knew him not and his own people received 
him not (John 1:10-11). Jesus was born in obscurity. Only the 
lowly shepherds recognized him at his birth. Some wise men 
also found their way to Bethlehem to pay homage to the new-
born King of Israel. These men were not Israelites, but foreign-
ers. They likely had read and discussed the Messianic prophe-
cies and were anxious to see when this Messianic King would 
appear. God led them by means of an extraordinary star 
across the desert to the little town of Bethlehem where Jesus 
was born.  John Chrysostom (347-407), in his homily on 
this passage from Matthew 2, explains the significance of the 
star of Bethlehem: "Note how fitting was the order of events: 
the wise men saw the star, were received by the Jews and 
their king; they heard prophecy to explain what had appeared; 
the angel instructed them; and then they journeyed from Jeru-
salem to Bethlehem by the guidance of the star. From all this 
we learn that this was not an ordinary star, for no other star 
has this capacity to guide, not merely to move but to beckon, 
to "go before them," drawing and guiding them along their way. 
The star remained after bringing them to the place, in order 
that the child might also be seen. For there is nothing conspic-
uous about the place. The inn was ordinary. The mother was 
not celebrated or notable. The star was needed to manifest 
and illumine the lowly place, until they had reached their desti-
nation at the manger." [The Gospel of Matthew, Homily 7:3]   
 In their thirst for knowledge of God, the wise men 
from the East willingly left everything, their home and country, 
in pursuit of that quest. In their diligent search they were led to 
the source of true knowledge - to Jesus Christ, the Light and 
Wisdom of God. When they found the newborn King they hum-
bly worshiped him and gave him gifts fitting for a king.  
 The Lord of the universe who revealed the star of 
Bethlehem to the Gentiles of the East so they could come and 
worship Jesus, the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) and King of 
Kings (Revelations 19:16), gives each one of us the same light 
of revelation to recognize and accept Jesus as our Lord and 
Savior. Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes to us. It is 
through the help of the Holy Spirit, who moves the heart and 
opens the eyes of the mind, that we are able to understand, 
accept, and believe the truth which God has revealed to us 
through his Son, Jesus Christ. In faith, the human will and in-
tellect cooperate with grace. "Believing is an act of the intellect 
assenting to the divine truth by command of the will moved by 
God through grace" (Thomas Aquinas).  
 To know and to encounter Jesus Christ is to know 
God personally. In the encounter of the wise men with Jesus 
we see the plan of God to give his only Son as King and Sav-
ior, not just for the Jewish people but for all the nations as well. 
The Lord Jesus came that both Jew and Gentile might find true 
and lasting peace with God. Let us pray today that Jew and 
Gentile alike will find the Lord and Savior on their journey of 
life. Do you bring the light of Jesus Christ to those you meet 
through the witness of your life and testimony?   
 
"Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you for bringing salvation to all 
the nations. May the gospel of salvation be proclaimed to eve-
ry nation today and to every person on the face of the earth. 
Help me to be a good witness of the joy of the gospel to all I 
meet."    

    Altar Poinsettias Memorials 
 

  -Paul Gehrs 
 Herman & Bertha Gehrs Family 
 Menard, Pauline & Kathy Etter 
  By Judy Gehrs 
  -Karl Oller 
          Francis, Nellie, Jerry & Marion Durbin 
  By Dee Oller 
            -Edward Pilgrim 
            By Jean Pilgrim 



Elias, Kallal
& Schaaf

Funeral Homes
Crematory & Cemeteries, LTD

LLiicceennsseedd  FFuunneerraall  DDiirreeccttoorr  && EEmmbbaallmmeerr
Family Owned & Operated

wwwwww..eelliiaasskkaallllaallaannddsscchhaaaaff..ccoomm eelliiaasskkaallllaallsscchhaaaaff@@ssbbccgglloobbaall..nneett
Alton Bethalto Bethalto Godfrey

465-3571 377-4000 377-6512 466-3573

WHY IS IT

A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE

believing it doesn’t pay.

Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Machines-Furniture-Supplies-Sales-Srv.-Lease

500 E. Broadway, Alton, IL Jerseyville, IL
618-462-1079 618-498-9881

www.williamsoffice.com
Serving the area since 1953

618-377-9839
Parishioner

724650 Our Lady Queen of Peace Church

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS &

BIBLES | STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES| CANDLES

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS

ST. LOUIS HILLS O’FALLON, MO

6759 Chippewa Street 2985 Hwy K

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) (at Hwy N, near Dierbergs)

St. Louis, MO 63109 O’Fallon, MO 63368

(314) 644-0643 (636) 379-3705

SHOP ONLINE!  catholicsupply.com

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through

Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-855-685-5703

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 

is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 314-549-8449 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Please Ask
For Details

Receive a $25 Darden card
with FREE in-home estimate

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and
installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18
years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo
ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or
affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous
participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and
all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or
greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant
via first class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount
of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden and is subject to change
without notice prior to reservation.     Expires 03/31/21. 

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-855-685-5703

“The sensitivity of caring is the result of
wisdom, maturity, experience-”

Home for Funerals
Family Owned & Operated

618 E. Airline Dr.
East Alton, IL 62024
259-5320 www.paynicfh.com

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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618-254-3441
232 N. Wood River Ave.

Wood River
618-466-3400

34 E. Delmar - Alton
Rick Strack, Owner
www.dicksflowers.com

LEONARD BERG
Attorney

Wills • Trusts • Power of Attorney
Medicaid • VA Pension Nursing

Homes • Planning for a
Disabled Child

258-4800

SERVICE • COMMERCIAL

INDUSTRIAL

HVAC • Plumbing • Piping

Installation • FabricationLic. #055-001721

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Roma’s Pizza
“BEST PIZZA

IN TOWN”

121 East Bethalto Drive
377-5800

www.romaspizza.cc

515 N. Bellwood

Rt. 111 & 140

Bethalto, IL 62010

258-0011
Consider

Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Open 7 Days a Week
APPETIZERS | SPECIALTIES | PIZZA PIES

SOUPS | SALADS | THE GENO'S STROMBOLI

ITALIAN SPECIALITIES | EXPRESS LUNCH

KIDS MENU | CHICKEN | STEAK & CHOPS

FISH & SEAFOOD | SANDWICHES & MORE

Catering For All Occasions
Since 1942

120 W. Bethalto Dr. • Bethalto
www.Genos140Club.com

377-9394 • 377-0201
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